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THE  PARK 

The  rolling  wooded  area  of  Lake  Murphysboro 
State  Park  surrounds  a  star-shaped  lake.  Lo¬ 
cated  in  Jackson  County  about  1  mile  west  of 
Murphysboro  off  Route  149,  the  904-acre  park 
offers  a  variety  of  land  and  water  recreational 
facilities. 


HISTORY 

Archaeological:  From  the  archaeological  as¬ 

pect,  the  park  land  dates  back  to  the  Old  Wood¬ 
land  Indian  culture,  although  evidence  has  been 
uncovered  revealing  inhabitancy  of  a  Paleo  peo¬ 
ple  during  the  latter  period  of  the  Paleolithic 
period.  The  Woodland  Indians,  unlike  the  Paleo 
people,  were  an  agricultural  race.  They  cleared 
and  settled  the  land,  farmed  the  soil  and  lived 
basically  by  what  they  harvested. 


Early  1800's  :  No  American  Indian  settlement 
was  prominent  in  this  immediate  area  by  the 
early  1800's.  Most  of  the  once  vast  tribes  of  In¬ 
dians  that  settled  this  area  had  been  killed  or 
pushed  westward,  either  by  the  advancing  white 
men  or  by  warring  Indian  tribes. 


Salt  Springs:  Along  the  Big  Muddy  River  below 
the  park  was  located  one  of  three  saline  lands 
given  by  the  federal  government  to  Illinois 
when  it  became  a  state.  The  salt  springs  were 
leased  to  Dr.  Conrad  Will,  a  prominent  member 
of  both  the  Illinois  House  and  Senate  in  the 
early  days  of  statehood,  who  operated  the  salt 
works  until  1840  when  the  business  was  discon¬ 
tinued.  Today  nothing  remains  of  the  town, 
Brownsville,  except  the  village  cemetery. 


Purchased  by  the  State:  This  area  was  first  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  public  recreational  park  in  the  late 
1930's.  In  1948  the  State  of  Illinois  purchased 
904  acres  of  this  land  for  a  lake  site.  After  be¬ 
ing  developed  by  the  Division  of  Fisheries,  Lake 
Murphysboro  State  Park  was  transferred  to  the 
Division  of  Parks  and  Memorials  in  1955. 


THE  LAKE 

Lake  Murphysboro  is  the  principal  attraction  of 
the  park.  Built  in  1950  by  the  Division  of  Fish¬ 
eries,  the  145-acre  lake  is  a  tributart  of  Indian - 
Creek  and  has  a  watershed  of  approximately 
4,500  acres.  The  lake  has  a  dam  600  feet  long,  a 
maximum  depth  of  40  feet  and  a  shoreline  of 
7.5  miles.  In  addition,  there  is  a  smaller,  5.7- 
acre  lake  in  the  park. 

Lake  Murphysboro  was  stocked  in  November, 
1950,  with  100  breeder-sized  largemouth  bass 
and  160  yearling-sized  largemouth  bass.  In  Sep¬ 
tember,  1951,  134  redear  sunfish  were  intro¬ 
duced  followed  by  120  bluegill  in  May,  1952. 
Sunfish,  crappie  and  channel  catfish  were  added 
later.  In  order  to  assure  desirable  fishing  popu¬ 
lations,  fish  management  practices  such  as  the 
control  of  submerged  vegetation  and  water 
draw-downs  are  used  to  reduce  the  number  of 
small  panfish. 

NATURAL  SCENE 

The  wooded  areas  of  the  park  contain  some 
patches  of  native,  wild  orchids.  There  are  nine 
different  kinds,  including  Yellow,  Lady's  Slip¬ 
per,  Showy,  Purple  Fringeless,  Twayblade, 
Puttyroot,  Coralrood  and  Lady's  Tresses.  The 
various  orchids  bloom  throughout  the  year.  All 
flowers,  plants  and  trees  in  the  park  are  protect¬ 
ed  and  cannot  be  dug  up  or  picked. 


FACILITIES 

Picnicking:  Several  shaded  picnic  areas  with 
tables  and  outdoor  stoves  are  scattered  around 
the  lake.  Two  shelter  houses,  drinking  water, 
playground  equipment  and  parking  areas  are 
available.  Toilets  that  are  accessible  to  the 
handicapped  are  located  at  the  concession  area 
and  Big  Oak  and  Shady  Rest  camping  areas. 

Concession:  A  concession  stand  near  the  boat 
docks  has  a  variety  of  supplies  and  refreshments 
that  the  visitor  can  purchase. 

Fishing  and  Boating:  A  handicapped  fising  pier 
is  located  near  the  concession  stand.  The  lake 


contains  largemouth  bass,  bluegill,  sunfish, 
channel  catfish,  redear  and  crappie.  A  boat 
launch  and  docks  for  private  or  rental  boats  are 
available.  The  outboard  motor  limit  is  10  H.P. 
On  the  smaller  lake  fishing  is  permitted  but 
only  boats  without  motors  are  allowed. 

Camping:  There  are  several  areas  for  tent  and 
trailer  camping,  with  a  limited  amount  of  elec¬ 
tricity  and  a  snaitary  disposal  station  for  trail¬ 
ers.  A  youth  group  camping  area  is  available;  all 
groups  of  over  25  persons  must  have  advance 
permission  to  enter  the  park.  All  campers  need 
to  obtain  a  permit  from  the  Site  Superinten¬ 
dent. 

Hiking:  Several  miles  through  wooded  sections 
of  the  park  that  have  much  interesting  plant, 
animal  and  bird  life  can  be  enjoyed  by  the  hik¬ 
er.  There  is  one  designated  trail  that  is  about 
three  miles  long. 

Archery:  In  the  northeast  section  of  the  park, 
an  archery  range  is  available  for  all  park  visitors. 


Please:  This  area  is  for  all  to  enjoy  so  help  keep 
it  clean.  Put  all  litter  in  the  nearest  available 
trash  container.  No  plants  or  parts  of  any  tree 
may  be  removed  or  damaged.  If  you  need  help 
or  have  a  question,  contact  the  Site  Superinten¬ 
dent. 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION.  .  .  . 

Groups  of  25  or  more  persons  will  not  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  any  state  site  unless  permission  from 
the  site  superintendent  has  been  obtained  to 
use  the  facilities.  In  addition,  groups  of  minors 
must  have  adequate  supervision  and  at  least  one 
responsible  adult  must  accompany  each  group 
of  15  minors.  All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash. 

Numerous  state  sites  are  within  easy  access  of 


every  part  of  Illinois.  Lodges,  cabins  and  dining 
rooms  are  important  features  of  Illinois  Beach, 
Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette  and  Giant  City 
and  White  Pines  Forest  has  cabins  and  dining 
rooms  only.  Reservations  for  lodging  should  be 
made  with  lodge  managers. 

Most  state  sites  are  open  year  round,  except  on 
Christmas  Day  and  New  Year's  Day.  When  wea¬ 
ther  conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of  roads 
during  freezing  and  thawing  periods,  access  to 
facilities  is  by  foot  only. 

For  more  details  about  this  site,  contact  Site 
Superintendent,  R.R.  4,  Murphysboro,  62966, 
phone  618/684-2867.  For  information  on  other 
Illinois  recreation  areas  write  Department  of 
Conservation,  Land  and  Historic  Sites,  524  S. 
Second  St.,  Springfield,  Illinois  62706. 
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